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FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
[0001] The present invention relates to beverage holding devices. More particularly, the present 
invention relates to various types of trays that are used to support a variety of beverages thereon. 
More particularly, the present invention relates to tray-type devices which display and support a 
variety of drink containers on a flat surface. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
[0002] It is common practice to deliver drinks to customers by placing a number of drinks on a flat 
tray. The waiter or waitress can then deliver the drinks to a table by balancing the drinks on the flat 
tray, placing the flat tray on the table and then removing the drinks. In other circumstances, the 
waiter or waitress will hand the drinks directly to the customer by lifting the drinks from the tray and 
handing the drinks to the customers. 

[0003] In certain restaurants and bars, it is a common practice to provide the customer with flights 
of scotch. These flights of scotch allow the customer to sample a wide variety of different flavors of 



scotch. Typically, these flights of scotch will be four or five single once servings of various types 
of scotch at the same time. In other circumstances, flights of various other drinks, such as wine, 
vodka and rum, are delivered to the customer so that a customer can taste and compare the varieties 
of these drinks. The delivery of a variety of flights of a particular drink is becoming an increasingly 
common practice in restaurants and bars. 

[0004] Heretofore, it has been exceeding difficult to deliver the flights of the drinks to the various 
tables. Since a variety of different drinks must be managed and carried to the particular table, the 
waiter or waitress could often mix up the various types that are to be delivered to the customer. In 
other circumstances, the drinks will spill as they are being transferred from the tray to the table. In 
any event, it is quite difficult to keep the drinks organized during the delivery to the table. As such, 
a need has developed for a particular type of tray or carrying device whereby the individual drinks 
can be properly organized, delivered, and consumed in a convenient and safe manner. 
[0005] In the past, various patents have issued for drink carrying and delivering devices. For 
example, U.S. Patent No. 5,971 ,1 67, issued on October 26, 1999 to D. Finbow, teaches a holder for 
stemmed drinking vessels. This holder has a base and a bowl connected by a stem. The holder has 
a support structure and vessel supports are disposed on the support member to support a plurality of 
vessels with their stems crossed. The support structure is formed symmetrically about an axis to 
define an interior space for receiving the vessels. 

[0006] U.S. Patent No. 5,971,139, issued on October 26, 1999 to V.H. Bradley, teaches a food and 
beverage tray. This tray includes a plate section that has a planar inner section that is surrounded by 
a raised lip. A cup holder, for holding a beverage container, is attached to the plate section by an 
intermediate section. A hand grip extends downwardly from the intermediate section. The hand grip 
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is hollow and provides space for tableware and condiments. The hand grip has a plurality of 
serrations to facilitate gripping the hand grip. A plurality of supports extend downwardly from the 
plate section to provide additional support to the plate section when the food and beverage tray is 
placed upon a supporting surface. The supports are placed apart so as to extend downwardly on 
opposite sides of a person's arm when the food and beverage tray is held. 
[0007] U.S. Patent No. 6,131,732, issued on October 17, 2000 to P.W. Schneider, describes a foam 
drink tray having improved cup cavities. This tray has a foam, base with at least two cup cavities 
disposed in a top thereof. At least one hand cavity is formed in a top thereof for the retention by a 
hand. The side wall of each cup cavity is shaped in several different ways. Each side wall surface 
which contacts the cup or can is chamfered where it meets the top of tray. 
[0008] U.S. Patent No. 6,520,366, issued on February 1 8, 2003 to Bradley et al., teaches a beverage 
container holder which includes a single-cup beverage container holder, a dual-cup beverage 
container holder, a three-cup beverage container holder and four-cup beverage container holder. The 
container holders are characterized by at least one container cup and a handle attached to the 
container cup. The handle is hollow and serrated to facilitate the non-rotatable nesting of the handles 
of two or more of the beverage container holders in either a stored or functional configuration. The 
various configurations of the container cups on the handles facilitate selective positioning of the 
container cups of multiple nested beverage container holders so as to enable an individual to carry 
a selected number of beverages using one hand at the nested handles. 

[0009] It is an object of the present invention to provide a beverage holding device in which flights 
of an alcoholic beverage to be conveniently and easily carried. 

[0010] It is another object of the present invention to provide a beverage container holder which can 
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support various beverage containers upon a flat supporting surface. 

[0011] It is another object of the present invention to provide a beverage container holder which 
allows a variety of such holders to be stored in a nested condition one upon the other. 
[0012] It is a further object of the present invention to provide a beverage container holder which 
allows the flights of the alcoholic beverage to be conveniently and easily displayed and organized. 
[0013] It is still another object of the present invention to provide a beverage container holder which 
is easy to use, relatively inexpensive, and easy to manufacture. 

[0014] These and other objects and advantages of the present invention will become apparent from 
a reading of the attached specification and appended claims. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
[0015] The present invention is a beverage container holding device comprising a panel having a 
peripheral edge with a plurality of slots opening at this peripheral edge. Each of the slots extends 
inwardly from the peripheral edge. 

[0016] In the present invention, each of the plurality of slots has a generally C-shaped configuration. 
Each of the plurality of slots has an opening at the peripheral edge with a width that is less than a 
diameter of the slot positioned inwardly of the peripheral edge. In the preferred embodiment of the 
present invention, the peripheral edge is a curved edge. Each of the plurality of slots faces a different 
directional along this curved edge. 

[0017] in the present invention, the panel also has a back edge extending between the end of the 
curved edge. The back edge has an arcuate configuration. The radius of the back edge is greater 
than the radius of the curved edge. The panel also has a top surface and a bottom surface. 
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[0018] In the present invention, a support element extends downwardly from the bottom surface of 
the panel. This support element is of a tapered configuration with a diameter at the bottom surface 
of the panel being greater than a diameter of the support element at the bottom end thereof In 
particular, the support element includes a first support member extending downwardly from a central 
area of the panel, a second support member positioned adjacent an edge of the panel opposite the 
peripheral edge and extending downwardly from the bottom surface of the panel, and a third support 
member positioned adjacent an edge of the panel opposite the peripheral edge and extending 
downwardly from the bottom surface of the panel. The second support member is positioned on a 
side of the first support member opposite the third support member. Each of the first support 
member, the second support member and the third support member are tapered so as to have a wide 
diameter at the bottom surface of the panel and a narrow diameter at the bottom end of the support 
member. Each of the support members is a hollow tubular member with an upper end opening at the 
top surface of the panel. In the preferred embodiment of the present invention, the second support 
member and the third support member have a generally oval cross section. The first support member 
has a generally circular cross section. 

[0019] In the preferred embodiment of the present invention, the plurality of slots comprise at least 
four slots each opening at different locations along the peripheral edge of the panel. The panel can 
be integrally formed of a polymeric material. The back edge is the surface suitable for gripping by 
the waiter or waitress. The various flights of alcoholic beverages can be simply placed into the 
plurality of slots that open at the peripheral edge of the panel. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0020] FIGURE 1 is a perspective view showing the beverage container holder of the present 
invention. 

[002 1] FIGURE 2 is a side elevational view of the beverage container holder of the present invention. 
[0022] FIGURE 3 is a side elevational view showing the manner in which several of the beverage 
container holders of the present invention can be nested one upon the other. 
[0023] FIGURE 4 is a frontal view showing the beverage container holder of the present invention 
receiving a beverage container therein. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
[0024] Referring to FIGURE 1 , there is shown the beverage container holder 1 0 in accordance with 
the preferred embodiment of the present invention. The beverage container holder 10 includes a 
panel 12 having a peripheral edge 14. The panel includes a plurality of slots 16, 18, 20, 22 and 24 
opening at the peripheral edge 14. As can be seen in FIGURE 1 , each of the plurality of slots 16, 
1 8, 20, 22 and 24 extends inwardly from the peripheral edge 14. A first support element 26 is formed 
in the panel 1 2 and extends downwardly therefrom. A second support element 28 and a third support 
element 30 are also formed in the device 10 so as to extend downwardly from panel 12. 
[0025] As can be seen in FIGURE 1, each of the plurality of slots 16, 18, 20, 22 and 24 has a 
generally C-shaped configuration. Each of these plurality of slots 16, 18, 20, 22 and 24 has a 
generally circular configuration with an opening at the peripheral edge 14. The opening at the 
peripheral edge 14 has a width that is less than a diameter of each of the slots 16, 18, 20, 22 and 24 
inwardly of the opening. The peripheral edge 14 is curved from end 32 to end 34. Each of the slots 
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1 6, 1 8, 20, 22 and 24 faces in different directions along the curved surface of the peripheral edge 14. 
A back edge 36 of panel 12 extends between the ends 32 and 34 of the curved peripheral edge 14. 
This back edge 36 has an arcuate configuration. The radius of the back edge 36 will be greater than 
the radius of the curved peripheral edge 14. 

[0026] The panel 12 has a top surface 38. As can be seen in FIGURE 1, the term "CLASSIC 
MALTS" appears on the top surface 38. As such, there is an area formed on the top surface 38 of 
panel 12 that can be used for various types of indicia, such as advertisements, identification 
information, and other displays. In certain circumstances, when flights of an alcoholic beverage are 
placed within each of the slots 16, 18, 20, 22 and 24, then the top surface 38 can also include 
information which identifies the particular type of alcoholic beverage that would appear in each of 
the respective slots 16, 18, 20, 22 and 24. 

[0027] In FIGURE 3, it can be seen that the support member 26 is a support element which extends 
downwardly from the bottom surface 40 of the panel 12. This downward extension is shown in 
broken line fashion in FIGURE 1 . The support member 26 is generally formed centrally of the panel 
12. The support member 26 will also have a tapered configuration with a diameter at the bottom 
surface 40 of the panel having a greater diameter than the diameter of the support member 26 at the 
bottom end 42 thereof. In particular, it can be seen that the support member 26 is a hollow tubular 
member having an upper end 44 which opens at the top surface 38 of panel 12. The tapered 
configuration of the support member 26 allows the stacking of one device 10 upon another device 
(as illustrated in FIGURE 3). The support member 26 has generally circular cross section. 
[0028] Support members 28 and 30 are positioned adjacent to the arcuate back edge 36 of panel 12. 
Support member 28 has a generally oval cross section and is positioned adjacent to the back edge 36 
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on one side of the support member 26. The support member 30 is positioned on an opposite side of 
the support member 26 from the support member 28. Support member 30 also has a generally oval 
cross section. Each of the support members 28 and 30 is also tapered downwardly from the bottom 
surface 40 of the panel 1 2 to the respective bottoms 44 and 46 thereof This also allows the support 
members 28 and 30 to be nested within an underlying respective support member so that the device 
10 can be suitably stacked one upon the other. 

[0029] FIGURE 2 shows a frontal view of the device 1 0 of the present invention. In particular, it can 
be seen that the support member 26 has a bottom end 42 in coplanar relationship with the respective 
bottom ends 44 and 46 of support members 28 and 30. It can also be seen that the support member 
26, 28 and 30 are each tapered downwardly from the bottom surface 40 of the panel 12. Each of the 
support members 26, 28 and 30 will open at the top surface 38 of panel 12. 
[0030] FIGURE 3 shows how the panel 12 of the device 10 can be arranged in a stacked 
configuration over panels 50, 52 and 54. Panel 54 includes support members 56, 58 and 60 extending 
downwardly therefrom. Each of the panels 12, 50, 52 and 54 is of an identical configuration. It can 
be seen how the support members 26, 28 and 30 will nest within the respective support members of 
the respective underlying panels 50, 52 and 54. As a result, the present invention allows a large 
number of devices 10 to be easily stored, transported, and displayed. 

[0031] In FIGURE 4, it can be seen how the device 10 serves to receive a beverage container 62. 
The stem 64 of beverage container 62 will be received within the slot 20 of panel 12. The stem 64 
is generally freely received within the slot 20. As a result, if the stem 64 would extend too far 
downwardly from the bottom surface 40 of panel 12, the panel 12 will move downwardly along the 
stem 64 so that the bottom 42 of the support member 26 will reside in coplanar relationship with the 
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base 66 of the container 62. When the panel 1 2 is lifted, the top surface 3 8 of panel 1 2 will come into 
contact with the underside 68 of the bowl 70 of beverage container 62. As a result, the beverage 
container 62 can be easily lifted by the device 10. When the device 1 0 is transported to a table and 
placed on the top surface of the table, the bottoms 44 and 46 of support members 28 and 30, 
respectively, will lie in surface-to-surface contact with the supporting surface. Similarly, the base 66 
of beverage container 62 will reside in such surface-to-surface contact with the supporting surface. 
As a result, beverage container 62, along with any other beverage containers that are received within 
the respective slots 16, 18, 20, 22 and 24, can also be placed in a desired position on the table. 
[0032] On the other hand, if the stem 64 of beverage container 62 is very short, then the support 
members 26, 28 and 30 will still maintain the beverage container 62 in an upright configuration with 
the bottom of the beverage container 62 spaced from the underlying support surface. It is only 
necessary to slightly lift and slide the beverage container 62 from the panel 12 so as to remove the 
beverage container. As a result, the present invention keeps the beverage container in an ideal 
position for delivery and use. The emptied beverage container can be returned to the slot 20 or any 
of the other slots, so that the device 10 can be returned to the bar for refilling or for washing. Since 
the device 10 is formed of an inexpensive polymeric material, the device 10 of the present invention 
is relatively inexpensive. 

[0033] The foregoing disclosure and description of the invention is illustrative and explanatory 
thereof. Various changes in the details of the illustrated construction can be made within the scope 
of the appended claims without departing from the true spirit of the invention. The present invention 
should only be limited by the following claims and their legal equivalents. 
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